Curriculum Vitae – Aksana Ismailbekova
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Name: Ismailbekova, Aksana
Languages:
· English (excellent), Kyrgyz (native), German (very good)
· Russian (excellent), Uzbek (very good), Kazakh (very good)
· Turkish (good)
Website: ZMO Profile
Address: Kirchweg 33, 14129 Berlin, Germany
Phone: +49 176 53537135
Email: aksana.ismailbekova@zmo.de; aksana_ismailbekova@yahoo.co.uk

CURRENT POSITION
2020 – Present: Senior Research Fellow, Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO), Berlin
· Conducting research on migration, ethnicity and kinship in Central Asia and beyond
· Leading international collaborations on post-socialist transformations 
· Supervising PhD and MA students on anthropology of Islam, ethnicity, aging, gender, childhood, migration, and economic anthropology

VISITING FELLOWSHIPS
· 09.2024 – The Aleksanteri Institute, University of Helsinki
· 03.2025 – Newcastle University-Leibniz Research Alliance Bilateral Fellowship, UK
· 07.2025 – Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University, Japan

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
· 2018-2019 – Postdoctoral Researcher, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Halle (Saale), Germany
· 2017-2018 – Research Fellow, Bonn International Center for Conversion
· 2016-2017 – Researcher, Informal Governance and Corruption Project, DFID-British Academy, Basel University
· 2011-2014 – Research Fellow, Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO), Berlin, "Crossroads Asia" Network
· 2009-2010 – PhD Scholar, Graduate School "Society and Culture in Motion," Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg


EDUCATION
· PhD in Social Anthropology (2012) – Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg & Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology
· M.A. in Social Research of Social and Political Studies (2006) – University of Edinburgh, Scotland, UK
· B.A. in Cultural Anthropology (2005) – American University – Central Asia, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

MAJOR RESEARCH GRANTS
· 2026-2028 Humboldt Fellowship at UC Santa Barbara, California  
· 2024 – Overcoming Difference in Fergana Valley ($15,000, University of Pittsburgh)
· 2023 – Success in Academia in Central Asia and Beyond ($2,000, CESS Pre-Conference Workshop, Pittsburgh University)
· 2023 – 'Islamist Politics in Central Asia on the Threshold of Generational Change' (€15,000, UK Foreign and Commonwealth Development Office)
· 2022 – Salafism in Central Asia (€130,000, European Centre for Development Policy)
· 2021 – Harnessing Informality: Anti-Corruption Network (€11,000; €25,000, Global Integrity Anti-Corruption Programme)
· 2020 – Volkswagen Stiftung Writing Support Voucher (€5,000)

SERVICE TO THE FIELD
Reviewer for: Anthropological Quarterly, Nationalities Papers, Europe-Asia Studies, Central Asian Survey, Central Asian Affairs, Focaal, American Anthropologist, etc.

FIELDWORK EXPERIENCE
· 2023 – Ethnographic research in Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan (Migration)
· 2022 – Ethnographic research in Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan (Islam)
· 2021-Present – Ethnographic research in Moscow, Russia; Fergana Valley, Central Asia
· 2007-2008 – Ethnographic research in Kyrgyzstan (PhD project)
· 2011-2015 – Ethnographic research among Uzbeks in Fergana Valley, Uzbekistan
· 2012 – Ethnographic research among Uzbek migrants in Yekaterinburg, Russia

MEMBERSHIPS
· Central Eurasian Studies Society (CESS)
· European Society for Central Asian Studies (ESCAS)
· American Anthropological Association
· European Association of Social Anthropologists

SERVICE TO DEPARTMENT AND UNIVERSITY
· 2024 – Search committee member for ZMO postdocs and PhD students
· 2024 – Work council member of ZMO at GWZ
· 2023-Present – Mentor for international PhD students researching kinship, Islam, and economic networks

ORGANIZATION OF INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES & WORKSHOPS
· 10-12 June 2024 – 'Gender and Women's Agency', Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO), Berlin
· 9-10 June 2023 – '(Un)growing Into Generational Roles', ZMO, Berlin
· 10-13 Oct 2019 – Central Eurasian Studies Society (CESS) Conference, George Washington University, USA

SELECTED INVITED LECTURES
· Keynote Speaker – 'Central Asia: Comprehensive Security and Sustainable Development', OSCE Academy, Bishkek, 2023
· Keynote Speaker – 'Central Asian Style: New Local Forms of Knowledge, Art, and Practice', AUCA, Kyrgyzstan, 2023
· Seminar Lecture – 'Kinship Politics in Central Asia', Columbia University, USA, 2022

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Marthin Luther University, Halle
· Anthropology of Mental Health
· Anthropology of Islam
· Anthropology of Migration
· Anthropology of Gender
· Introduction to Kinship
Freie University of Berlin
· Economic Anthropology
Osh State University
· Decoloniality
· Ethnicity 
· Introduction to Ethnographic Research Methods
Graduate and Postdoctoral Mentorship
· Supervising PhD students at Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, MLU, Osh State University (since 2015) on topics related to ethnicity, religious movements, migration, aging, gender, and economic transformations in post-Soviet Central Asia



[bookmark: Monograph:]MONOGRAPHS:

1. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2017): Blood Ties and the Native Sons: Poetics of Patronage in Kyrgyzstan. Bloomington: Indiana University Press

2. [bookmark: _Hlk129858664]Ismailbekova, Aksana (forthcoming): Mobilizing Kinship for Care, Welfare, and Development in Kyrgyzstan. Culture and Society in Central Eurasia series, Berghahn Books 

[bookmark: Further_publications:][bookmark: A)_Publications_with_peer_review_process]EDITORIAL VOLUMES: 

1. Ismailbekova, Aksana. together with Marc von Boemcken, et al. (2020): Surviving Everyday Life. The securityscapes of threatened people in Kyrgyzstan. Bristol: Bristol University Press 

2. Ismailbekova, Aksana. together Jeanne Féaux de la Croix. (2014): Negotiating Multiple Senses of the Future and Belonging in Kyrgyzstan. Anthropology of East Europe Review, 32(2), 1–16

Further publications:
A) Publications with peer review process
1. Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2024): Japarov and Tashiev in Tandem: the Pursuit of Money and Power. Anthropology Today. 40 (6):11-14 
2. Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2024):  The “Stolen Revolution”: ‘Progressive’ and ‘conservative’ forces of the contemporary political context of Kyrgyzstan. Central Asian Affairs. 11(2) 99–128 
3. Ismailbekeova, Aksana (2021): Native Son Japarov: The Embodiment of Injustice? Anthropology Today. Vol 37 (5):1/4 
4. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2019):  From Endogamous Marriage to Ethnicity: Uzbek Community Survival Strategy After the 2010 Conflict in Osh, Anthropology & Archeology of Eurasia, 58:3, 134-154
5. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2018): Mapping lineage leadership in Kyrgyzstan: lineage associations and informal governance. Zeitschrift für Ethnologie. 143: 195-219
6. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2018): Secure and Insecure Spaces for Uzbek Businesspeople in Southern Kyrgyzstan. International Quarterly for Asian Studies. 49: (1-2), pp. 41-60 
7. Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2016): ‘Brak kak strategia vyzhivanie uzbeksoi obshiny posle konflikta v Oshe 2010’. [Marriage as a coping strategy in the aftermath of conflict in Osh] Etnograficheskoe Obozrenie. № 6:6, 156-167,  in Russian. 
8. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2016): ‘Spatial mobility of women: constructing authority through custom. The case of Bulak, Kyrgyzstan’. Special issue on “Gender and Nationalism in Central Asia”. Ed. Lucia Direnberger, Juliette Cleuziou, and Iman Karzabi. Nationalities Papers 44: 266-280.
9. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2015): ‘Single Mothers in Osh: Well-being and coping strategies of women in the aftermath of the 2010 conflict in Kyrgyzstan’. Focaal. Journal of Global and Historical Anthropology. 71: 114–127. 
10. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2014): ‘Migration and patrilineal descent: the role of women in rural Kyrgyzstan’. Central Asian Survey. 33 (3): 375-389. 
11. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2013): ‘Coping Strategies: Migration, Public Avoidance, and Marriage in the Aftermath of the Osh Conflict, Fergana Valley’. Nationalities Papers. 41 (1): 109-127.
12. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2012): ‘Dynamika mejetnichekih brakov posle konflikta v Oshe’. [Dynamics of inter-ethnic marriages in the aftermath of conflict in Osh] Etnograficheskoe Obozrenie. № 6 pp 84-98. Russian.


B) [bookmark: B)_Submitted_publications_with_peer_revi]Chapters in collective volumes

1. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2023): ‘Daughters as Ojiza: Marriage, Security and Care strategies for daughters among Uzbeks in Southern Kyrgyzstan’ -In Féaux de la Croix,Jeanne and Madeleine Reeves . Central Asian Worlds. The Routledge Handbook. Routledge, p173-187

2. Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2022): ‘Lineage Associations and Informal Politics in: Mapping Kyrgyz Leadership’. Central Asia: Contexts for Understanding. Ed. D. Montgomery. pp606-610 Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press

3. Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2021): ‘Informal Governance, ‘Clan’ politics and Corruption’. Edited by Rico Isaacs, Erica Marat. Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Central Asia. London: Routledge Pp 87-100

4. Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2020): ‘Securing the future of children and youth: the case of Osh Uzbeks in southern Kyrgyzstan’. Edited by Aksana Ismailbekova and Marc von Boemcken. Surviving Everyday Life. The securityscapes of threatened people in Central Asia. Pp 71-90 Bristol: Bristol University Press.

5. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2020): ‘The Dynamics of Interethnic Marriage in the Aftermath of the Osh Conflict, Fergana Valley’. Intermarriage from Central Europe to Central Asia, ed by Adrienne Edgar and Benjamin Frommer. Nebraska: The University of Nebraska Press, pp201-223

6. Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2018): Uruuchuluk (Kyrgyzstan) The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality. Edited by Alena Ledeneva. London: UCLPress Volume 1:226-229

7. [bookmark: _Hlk187659669]Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2014): ‘Performing democracy: State-making through patronage in Kyrgyzstan’. In: Performing politics: Ethnographies of the state in Central Asia. Ed. Reeves M, Rasanayagam J, and Beyer B.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press.  78-98.

8. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2014): ‘Securing future lives of children through ritualised parenthood in the village of Bulak, Kyrgyzstan’. Special Issue on Futures and Belongings in Kyrgyzstan. Ed. Jeanne Féaux de la Croix and Aksana Ismailbekova The Anthropology of East Europe Review (AEER) 32 (2): 17-32 

9. Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2013): ‘Circle of Trust: functions and mechanism of Patron-Client Relations in the Private Farm’. In: Politics, Identity and Education in Central Asia. Ed. Pinar Akçali, Cennet Engin-Demir. Post-Soviet Kyrgyzstan. London and New York: Routledge.71-98.



C) [bookmark: C)_Publications_without_peer_review_proc]Publications without peer review process

1. Ismailbekova, Aksana.	(2023): Women’s Islamic Activism Rises in Kyrgyzstan. Current History. 122 (846): 268-272

2. Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2017):‘Better to hold on to salt than to hold on to your daughter’ - marriage as a strategy in the aftermath of the conflict in Osh, Kyrgyzstan. In The Family in Central Asia. New Perspectives. Ed Sophie Roche. 108-126. Berlin: Klaus Schwarz Verlag. 

3. Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2014): ‘Mobility as coping strategy of Osh Uzbeks in the aftermath of conflict’ Special issue Mobilities in Asian Contexts. Ed. Henryk Alff, Andreas Benz, Matthias Schmidt . Internationales Asienforum 45(1/2): 49-68

4. Ismailbekova, Aksana. (2015): ‘Invisible borders’: conflict, space, and ethnicity in the aftermath of the Osh conflict, Kyrgyzstan. in “Spaces of Conflict in Everyday Life: Figurations and Methodology” (ed.) Martin Sokefeld. pp 35-57. Bielefeld: Transcript Verlag


D) [bookmark: D)_Submitted_manuscripts_without_peer_re]Book reviews
1. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2022): Olga Brednikova and Sergei Abashin, (eds)‚ Жить в двух мирах: Переосмысляя транснационализм и транслокальность  (Living in Two Worlds: Rethinking Transnationalism and Translocality), Moscow: Novoye literaturnoye obozreniye, 2020.https://oxussociety.org/living-in-two-worlds-rethinking-transnationalism-and-translocality/
2. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2021): Borbieva, Noor.2019-  Visions of development in Central Asia: Revitalizing the culture concept, , Lanham, MD, Lexington Books, Central Asian Survey, DOI: 10.1080/02634937.2021.1883240
3. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2017): Nalivkin, Vladimir, Maria Nalivkina, and Mariana Markova. Muslim Women of the Fergana Valley: A 19th-Century Ethnography from Central Asia. Translated by Mariana Markova and Marianne Kamp. Edited by Marianne Kamp. Bloomington; Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2016. In: Central Asian Survey, Pages 1-3 Published on-line 5 June, 2017 http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02634937.2017.1332309
4. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2016): Finke, Peter, 2014 Variations on Uzbek Identity: Strategic Choices, Cognitive Schemas and Political Constraints in Identification Processes (Integration and Conflict Studies). Oxford and London: Berghahn Books: 288 pages In: Social Anthropology/Anthropologie Sociale. 24(3):388-389
5. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2015): Review. Roche, Sophie, 2014 Domesticating Youth: Youth Bulges and Socio-Political Implications in Tajikistan (Integration and Conflict Studies). Oxford and London: Berghahn Books:, xv + 271pp., In: Social Anthropology/Anthropologie Sociale. 23 (3):400-401
6. Ismailbekova, Aksana (2014): Liu, Morgan, Under Solomon’s Throne. Uzbek Visions of Renewal in Osh. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2012, xv + 280pp.    In: The Asia-Europe Studies Journal. 66-2: 333-334

E) [bookmark: F)_Precontracts_with_publishers:]Joint articles

1. Cleuziou Juliette and Ismailbekova, Aksana* (2023): “Transferring Deceased Bodies, Building Transnational Communities. The Case of Kyrgyz and Tajik Migrants in Russia”, Revue européenne des migrations internationales, vol. 39 - n°1 | -1, 77-100.

2. Ismailbekova, Aksana* and Gulzat Baialieva (2022): E-informality: smartphones as a new regulatory space for informal exchange of formal resources. Edited by Abel Polese. Informality and Mobility. Pp 321-341 London: Palgrave  Macmilla

3. Marc von Boemcken and Ismailbekova, Aksana* (2020): Introduction. Surviving Everyday Life. The securityscapes of threatened people in Central Asia. Pp1-22. Bristol: Bristol University Press

4. Ismailbekova, Aksana* and Megoran, Nick. (2020): From peace in the family to peace in the country: Informal women leaders, mediation, and peace building in southern Kyrgyzstan. In Studying Peace in and with Central Eurasia. 14 (4): 483-500. Journal of Intervention and Statebuilding

5. Ismailbekova, Aksana,* Philipp Lottholz , John Heathershaw, Janyl Moldalieva, Eric McGlinchey, Catherine Owen, (2020): Governance and order-making in Central Asia: From illiberalism to post-liberalism? Central Asian Survey. 39(3):  420-437 

6. Ismailbekova, Aksana* and Günther Schlee.(2017): El parentesco en Asia Central desde una perspectiva comparatista in: Pertenencias múltiples, identidades cruzadas. Edited by  Jiménez Tovar, Anabel Alejandra Soledad Primera edición. - México : El Colegio de México, 2017 pp 49-86 

7. Ismailbekova, Aksana* and Karimova, Baktygul. (2017): Ethnic Differentiation and Conflict Dynamics: Uzbeks Marginalization and Non-Marginalization in Southern Kyrgyzstan. In Understanding the City through its Margins Pluridisciplinary Perspectives from Case Studies in Africa, Asia and the Middle East.  Edited by André Chappatte, Ulrike Freitag, Nora Lafi. New York, NY: Routledge. 161-184.

8. Ismailbekova, Aksana* and Alymbaeva, Aida. (2015):  'Doing fieldwork in one’s own society—or ‘anthropology at home’. Contribution to volume on Central Asia Regional research in contemporary anthropology.  Ed.Sergey Abashin. Anthropological Forum: A Journal of Social Anthropology and Comparative Sociology. Vol. 28: 17-35.

9. Ismailbekova, Aksana* and Sgibnev, Wladimir (2015): ‘As long as the Capital is far away: multi-scalar regionalisation in Central Asia’. In: Ehrlich, Kornelia; Henn, Sebastian; Lang, Thilo (eds.): "New Geographies of Central and Eastern Europe. Socio-Spatial Polarization and Peripheralization in a Rapidly Changing Region". London: Palgrave Macmillan. 80-97.

10. Ismailbekova, Aksana* and Féaux de la Croix, Jeanne. (2014): ‘Introduction’ Special Issue on Ethnographies of Futures and Belongings in Kyrgyzstan.  The Anthropology of East Europe Review. 32 (2): 1-16  

11. Ismailbekova, Aksana* and Nasridinov, Emil. (2012): ‘Transnational Social Networks and Trajectories of Religious Practices and Discourses of Kyrgyz Dawatchis’. Transnational Social Review – A Social Work Journal (TSR). Vol. 3. 177-195.

12. Ismailbekova, Aksana* and Roche, Sophie. (2010): ‘Demography and patronage. The dynamics of youth bulge in Kyrgyzstan’. Orient Journal ORIENT IV.  33-43.


F) [bookmark: E)_Patents]Open Access Mass Media Publications
1. Ismailbekova, Aksana*, Zinaida Almazbekova (2024). Overcoming Deep Polarization: Motherhood, Care and Islamic Activism. Published 4 April, 2024. Jordan Center for the Advanced Study of Russia.https://jordanrussiacenter.org/blog/overcoming-deep-polarization-motherhood-care-and-islamic-activism
2. Ismailbekova, Aksana*, Zinaida Almazbekova (2023) Kyrgyz migrants with Russian passports seek alternative destinations. https://eurasianet.org/perspectives-kyrgyz-migrants-with-russian-passports-seek-alternative-destinations
3. Ismailbekova, A. (2023). Voices of Doubt: Unraveling the Ambiguities Surrounding Kolbaev’s Killing https://thediplomat.com/2023/10/voices-of-doubt-unraveling-the-ambiguities-surrounding-kolbaevs-killing/
4. Ismailbekova, A. (2023) Kyrgyzstan, Kusturizatsia, and Corruption  – The Diplomat https://thediplomat.com/2023/09/kyrgyzstan-kusturizatsia-and-corruption/
5. Ismailbekova, A. (2023) Jenseits religiöser Retraditionalisierung. Islamischer Aktivismus von Frauen als Element postsozialistischer Zivilgesellschaft in Kirgistan Aus Zentralasien-Analysen Nr. 157 vom 05.04.2023, S. 6–10 https://www.laender-analysen.de/zentralasien-analysen/157/abseits-religioeser-retraditionalisierung-islamischer-aktivismus-von-frauen-als-element-postsozialistischer-zivilgesellschaft/
6. Ismailbekova, A. (2022). Eine weitere »gestohlene« Revolution? – Macht und Informalität in Kirgistan. Zentralasien-Analysen Nr. 153 vom 29.07.2022, S. 2–6 https://www.laender-analysen.de/zentralasien-analysen/153/eine-weitere-gestohlene-revolution-macht-und-informalitaet-in-kirgistan/
7. Ismailbekova, A. (2022). Women, Kinship, and Property in Central Asia. Voice on Central Asia https://voicesoncentralasia.org/women-kinship-and-property-in-central-asia/
8. Ismailbekova, A (2021) Native son: the rise of Kyrgyzstan’s Sadyr Japarov. OpenDemocracy. Published 28.01.2021 https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/odr/native-son-the-rise-of-sadyr-japarov-kyrgyzstan/
9. Ismailbekova, A. (2021) A New Boss: Inter-ethnic patronage network in southern Kyrgyzstan. The UK Foreign Policy.. https://fpc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Retreating-Rights-Examining-the-pressure-on-human-rights-in-Kyrgyzstan.pdf
10. Ismailbekova, A. (2020). Intergenerational Conflict at the Core of Kyrgyzstan’s Turmoil. Published October 09, 2020. Diplomat https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/intergenerational-conflict-at-the-core-of-kyrgyzstans-turmoil/
11. Ismailbekova, A. (2019) Patronage Politics in Kyrgyzstan .What lays beneath the surface of Kyrgyzstan’s dramatic political scene? Published 20 August, 2019 https://thediplomat.com/2019/08/aksana-ismailbekova-on-patronage-politics-in-kyrgyzstan/ 
12. Ismailbekova, A .(2018) Lineage associations in Kyrgyzstan, The Central Eurasian Studies Society Blog http://thecessblog.com/2018/01/04/lineage-associations-in-kyrgyzstan-by-aksana-ismailbekova/ Published on thecessblog.com on January 4, 2018 
13. Ismailbekova, A .(2017) Kyrgyzstan: Lineage Associations and Informal Politics. EurasiaNet. http://www.eurasianet.org/node/84036 Published 16 June 2017. EurasiaNet Commentary (in English and Russian languages) 
14. Ismailbekova, A .(2017) Presidential elections Kyrgyzstan 2017. Peaceful in most regions except Osh cityhttp://balticworlds.com/presidential-elections-kyrgyzstan-2017/ Published on balticworlds.com on December 7, 2017 
15. Ismailbekova, A .(2012). Rituals Vs. Reality: What Does Democracy Look Like in Kyrgyzstan? (English, Kyrgyz, Uzbek) http://www.bbc.co.uk/uzbek/institutional/2012/01/120113_cy_blog_my_take_on.shtml 
16. Ismailbekova, A .(2011). Development of Anthropology in Kyrgyzstan, American University of Central Asia, Magazine, Bishkek Kyrgyzstan, 23. November 2011. Online. 
17. Ismailbekova, A .and Roche, S (2010). Problesk nadejdy v okrovlennom v Kyrgyzstane. [Hopes of people in violent conflict, Osh, Kyrgyzstan] http://www.ferghana.ru/article.php?id=6687 (in Russian) 




G) Precontracts with publishers:
2.Ismailbekova, Aksana (Precontract enclosed)

[bookmark: The_following_above_mentioned_publicatio]
2

